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Abstract of JP9061394 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To precisely 
detect the start of raining by outputting a 
rainfall starting signal from a control circuit 
when the electrostatic capacity change of a 
prescribed threshold or more is generated a 
prescribed number of times within a fixed time. 
SOLUTION: A control circuit has an oscillating 
circuit 4 and a judging circuit, and the 
oscillating circuit 3 outputs a pulse signal 
based on a time constant determined by the 
electrostatic capacity C and feedback 
resistance R2 between comb-tooth electrodes 
of a detecting surface 3. When raindrops are 
adhered onto the detecting surface 3, the 
electrostatic capacity C is increased, and the 
judging circuit judges a rainfall start from the 
state of the change with time of the 
electrostatic capacity 0 of the detecting 
surface 3 inputted from the oscillating circuit 4, 
and outputs a rainfall signal. In electrostatic 
capacity changing routine, when the difference 
between maximum and minimum values of the 
period of a fixed time is a periodic value of a 
prescribed capacity change threshold or more 
on the basis of the starting time of a certain 
period by pulse period measuring routine, 'the 
presence of capacity change' on the detecting 
surface 3 is judged. When 'the presence of 
capacity change' is judged a prescribed 
number of times within a fixed time, 'rainfall 
start' is judged to output the rainfall signal. 
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